
Tears to Transparency… The Story of Michael Skolnik
Patty and David Skolnik
Founders, Citizens for Patient Safety

Taught by harrowing real-life experience, Patty and David Skolnik 
are patient safety advocates for shared decision-making, informed 
consent, dignity for the patient and provider, and patient and provider 
relationships in healthcare. They founded Citizens for Patient Safety 
to promote those conversations in healthcare settings that are proven 
to reduce medical harm. Patty and David travel worldwide to educate 
consumers, train medical professionals, and advise lawmakers about 
how to foster relationships, systems, and environments where shared 
decision-making and informed consent is the working platform. Having 
lost their only son Michael to poor and lacking communication, The 
Skolniks’ promised him they would leave the medical profession better 
than he found it. Their work through Citizens for Patient Safety is that 
promise in action.
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Making Decisions With Patients
Victor Montori, MD 
Professor of Medicine at Mayo Clinic

Dr. Montori is a practicing endocrinologist, researcher, and author 
and also a recognized expert in evidence-based medicine and shared 
decision-making. 

Dr. Montori developed the concept of minimally disruptive medicine 
and works to advance person-centered care for patients with 
diabetes and other chronic conditions.
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